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February 5, 2003

Dear Barbershoppers –

Spring is near (lovely words to hear after the tough winter we’ve had thusfar) and you know that means the 2003 Mid-Atlantic Northern Division Convention is just around the corner!!  Choruses and quartets, choose your music, hone your presentation and be ready to sing, sing, sing!!!  As you know, the Convention is not just about competition, but about bringing the best of our love for barbershop music and performance to the public.  And as in past years, this Convention promises to be a wonderful show!!!
This initial letter is designed to give you particulars about the 2003 Northern Division Convention to allow you and your members to plan well in advance.  We hope many of your questions will be answered with the information below, but, of course, if additional questions arise, please do not hesitate to contact us.  So, here goes!!!!

Host Chapter:

The SomerTones (Somerset Hills, NJ)

Headquarters Location:
Bridgewater Marriott Hotel





700 Commons Way




Bridgewater, NJ  08807





908-927-9300
Dates and Times:
· Quartet Competition:
May 2, 2003  7:00 pm;
     Bridgewater Marriott Hotel Ballroom
· Chorus Competition:
May 3, 2003  10:30 am;
     Bridgewater/Raritan Regional Middle School
· Jamboree: 

May 3, 2003  7:30 pm;
     Bridgewater/Raritan Regional Middle School
(The Bridgewater/Raritan Regional Middle School is on Merriwood Drive,
 less than 3 miles from the Hotel)
Chorus and Quartet Registration:

· Entry Forms are available on the District website:  www.harmonize.com/MAD.

· To be eligible for the drawing for order of appearance, entries must be in by April 3, 2003.
· Draw results for order of appearance will be available on the District website the week of April 7, 2003.

Registration:

· Registration for the Convention is $25.00 and a Registration form is attached (please copy this for anyone who may want to purchase advance registration).
· Each performer (chorus and quartet) is required to have and present a Registration to perform.

· Advance Registration purchase will guarantee a reserved seat for all events, if received with payment, by Friday, April 25, 2003. 

Hotel Information:

· A block of rooms has been reserved for Friday and Saturday nights at the Marriott Hotel.  Each room is available at a very attractive Convention price of $84.00 (plus taxes).

· To reserve a room, contact the Hotel registration (908-927-9300) and refer to the Barbershop Group.  Make your reservations early as the number of blocked rooms at this special rate is limited.

· A reservation for both nights is encouraged to make the entire weekend a successful barbershop event.
· In anticipation of our convention, the Marriott Hotel has created a special arrangement with the Bridgewater Mall (across the street from the Hotel) called “Create Your Own Sale Day” which will provide discount shopping at many of the fine stores at the Mall.  An extra incentive for making it a weekend event!!!!
Afterglow and Hospitality Suites

· First floor salons and hotel suites are available as Hospitality/Afterglow party sites following the Jamboree.
· Please contact the Marriott Hotel directly for specific arrangements  Ask for Lisa Plange (908-541-8909).  This should be done as soon as possible to ensure the desired rooms are available.
Program Ads

· A very nice Convention program is in development.
· This will be a wonderful opportunity for community advertisements showing support and interest in barbershop singing.

· Quartets and Choruses can take advantage of this venue for advertising their upcoming events.
· While we plan to sell advertising space in the program to local business establishments, we encourage you to entertain advertising opportunities in your own communities.

· In addition, space will be available for “patron” ads – friends/family adding their best wishes for successful and rewarding performances.

· Please review the Program order form (attached) and consider how you, your chapter, and your community might be involved.  Simply follow the instructions on the form.

SomerTones Contact Information:

Win Winter (Chapter President and Convention Chairman)

18 Hillcrest Blvd.
Warren, NJ.  07059

908-755-1089

Email:  winkat1130@aol.com
Bill Vander Haar (Music VP and Convention Registration Chairman)

2467 Hwy 10E, Bldg. 43  Apt. 5A
Morris Plains, NJ  07950

973-476-3760

Email:  egoshado@optonline.net
A second mailing will be sent in early April to provide additional Convention details and helpful information about the Bridgewater area.
We are looking forward to seeing you all in Bridgewater in early May and know that participation by all of you will make this one of the most successful Northern Division Convention events ever!!  All of us can be proud to be Barbershoppers!!!
Peace in harmony.



Win





Bill
Enclosures:
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Program Ad Order Form
